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Social Studies K-6 Curriculum  

I. COURSE NAME: Kindergarten Social Studies 
 

II. COURSE PREREQUISITES: None 
 

III. GRADE LEVEL:  Kindergarten 
 

IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

The kindergarten social studies curriculum addresses the 6.1 and 6.3 NJCCCS 
infusing the four strands of civics, geography, economics and culture.  Through 

the proposed units of study, students demonstrate the ability to be 
contributing members of the classroom and community by following rules that 
are developed to protect people’s rights, security and for the welfare of 

society.  This curriculum teaches history and culture through its study of 
holidays and traditions.  The students also learn about themselves as 

individuals and the cultural diversity within the classroom and community. The 
students are also introduced to economics and diversity by learning about 
different types of families, communities, jobs, rules, and responsibilities. 

Geography is infused as students utilize maps and photographs of various 
types of landforms (farm, city, country, etc.). 

 
V. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course has been designed with respect to and in compliance with the 
expectations set forth in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards.  
 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 

interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 
decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the 
skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges 

that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 
 

  Unit 1: Me and My Family-Three months 
 Standards 6.1.P.A, 6.1.4.A,  6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 

 Understand individual differences and similarities. 

 Understand the needs and wants of individuals. 
 Identify where families live and work. 

 Identify that each family’s attributes are different and describe. 
 The uniqueness of their family. 

 

Unit 2: Communities-Three months 
Standards 6.1.P.A, 6.1.P.B, 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.C, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 

 Learn about the rules and responsibilities of the classroom and 
school community. 

 Learn how to work as a team and get along within the classroom 

community. 
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 Identify the jobs and responsibilities of important community 
members in which they live (mayor, fire department, etc.). 

 Learn the role of money in the exchange of goods and services. 
 

Unit 3: Maps and Landforms-Three months  
Standards 6.1.4.A , 6.1.4.B,  6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C 

 Locate where items are in the classroom. 

 Explore various types of maps (classroom map, school, town, 
etc). 

 Understand that land and water make up our world. 
 Identify land and water on a map/globe. 
 Identify different characteristics of a city, farm, and country.  

 
Unit 4: Holidays- Infused throughout the school year. 

Gain knowledge and understanding of holidays celebrated around the world. 
Standards: 6.1.4.B,   6.1.4.D,  6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 

Holidays of study include: 

 Columbus Day 
 Thanksgiving 

 Christmas/Hanukkah/
Kwanzaa 

 New Year’s Day 
 Martin Luther King Day 
 Chinese New Year 

 Valentine’s Day 
 Presidents’ Day 

 Groundhog Day 
 Memorial Day 

 Mother’s/Father’s Day 
 Flag Day 

 
VI.    TEXTS/RESOURCES: 

 Maps and Globes; Nystrom Activity Kits 
 Books about holidays, people, families and communities: 

   School Days by B.G. Hennessy 

   The Surprise Family by Lynn Reiser 
   Step by Step by Diane Wolkstein 

   The Earth and I by Frank Asch 
   Three Two One Day by Debbie Driscoll 
   “My Family” poem by Marchette Chute 

   “At School” poem by Louise Binder Scott 
   “When I Grow Up” poem by Alan Benjamin  

   “It’s a Small World” song by Rich Sherman and Rob Sherman 
 
VII. EVALUATION/ASSESSMENTS:  

Assessments may include but are not limited: tests, quizzes, class work, 
teacher observations, class discussions, and projects.  

 
VIII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:  

The social studies units are embedded throughout the curriculum and are 

taught at various points during the school year. Teachers may refer to the 
attached curriculum map for recommended timeframes. 
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I. COURSE NAME: 1st Grade Social Studies 

 
II. COURSE PREREQUISITES:  Kindergarten Social Studies 

 
III. GRADE LEVEL:  1st Grade 
 

IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
The first grade social studies curriculum teaches the 6.1 and 6.3 NJCCCS.  The 

units of study call for students to learn their role in their world.  The curriculum 
infuses civics, geography, economics and culture as students learn about 
themselves, homes, school, town, state, country, and world.  Different types of 

families, homes, occupations are discussed.  The students will understand how 
families and communities are alike and different. The roles and responsibilities 

of important individuals within the school, town, and country are explored.  
The students will learn about New Jersey, locate it on a map, and identify the 
state symbols.  As the students explore the United States, they will learn about 

important U.S. symbols, places, and individuals. Lastly, the students are 
exposed to a study of the world, where they will learn the seven continents, 

four oceans, and different important landmarks.  They will also complete an in-
depth unit on children around the world.  They will learn about their customs 

and traditions, culture, and holidays.  Throughout the school year, the 
students are exposed to various maps/globes.  They will learn the cardinal 
directions and utilize a compass rose.  Finally, important holidays are identified 

and discussed throughout the school year.   
 

V. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
This course has been designed with respect to and in compliance with the 
expectations set forth in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 

(standards compliance map included)  
 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 

heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 
decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
 
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the 

skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges 

that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 
 

Unit 1: All About Me and My Family 

Standards:  6.1.4.B,   6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 
 Identify individual differences and similarities. 

 Identify family members, roles. 
 Learn about the make-up of different family structures. 
 Follow rules and learn why there are rules. 

 Distinguish between needs and wants. 
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Unit 2: Me and My School 

Standards: 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 
 Assign classroom jobs and responsibilities. 

 Identify the important individuals within the school community 
and describe their roles and responsibilities.  

 Identify on a map people, places and roles in classroom/school. 

 Learn about and respect other cultures within the classroom and 
community 

 
 Unit 3: Me and My Town 

Standards: 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D,6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.B, 

6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D  
 Learn about the history of their town. 

 Identify their street address. 
 Learn about the different types of community jobs (mayor, fire 

department, police department, etc.). 

 Compare and contrast different types of communities (city and 
country). 

 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources. 
 Review the role of money in the exchange of goods and services. 

 
 Unit 4: Me and My State 
 Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.D 

 Identify the location of New Jersey on a map. 
 Learn and identify the state nickname, flower, bird, and flag. 

 Discuss important individuals from New Jersey and their 
contributions (Thomas Edison, Grover Cleveland, etc). 

 

 Unit 5: Me and My Country 
 Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.D 

 Learn and identify important U.S. symbols. (American Flag, State 
of Liberty, Mount Rushmore, Liberty Bell, etc.). 

 Learn patriotic songs. 

 Discuss important U.S. Presidents. 
 Hold a mock election. 

 
 Unit 6: Me and My World 
 Standards 6.1.4.B, 6.3.4.B 

 Identify and locate North America on a map. 
 Identify and locate the seven continents and four oceans. 

 Learn about important landmarks around the world. 
 

Unit 7: Children Around the World 

Standards 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.D 
 Learn about different countries and cultures. 

 Listen to stories about each country. 
 Examine different countries including customs, traditions, and 

symbols. 

 Identify cultural similarities and differences. 
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Unit 8: Holidays 

Standards 6.1.4.A,   6.1.4.B,   6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.D 
Gain knowledge and understanding of the holidays celebrated around   the 

world.  Holidays of study include: 
 Columbus Day 
 Thanksgiving 

 Christmas/Hanukkah/
Kwanzaa/Ramadan  

 New Year’s Day 
 Martin Luther King 

Day 

 Chinese New Year 

 Valentine’s Day 
 Presidents Day 

 Groundhog Day 
 Memorial Day 

 Mother’s/Father’s Day 
 Flag Day 
 Earth Day 

 

Unit 9:  Map Skills 
Standards 6.1.4.B, 6.3.4.B 

 Identify cardinal directions and utilize a compass rose. 

 Utilize and create a map key. 
 Expose students to various types of maps. 

  
VI.      TEXTS/RESOURCES: 

 Maps and Globes 
 Nystrom Activity Kit 
 Books about holidays, famous individuals, New Jersey, United States 

and our world. 
 

VII. EVALUATION/ASSESSMENTS: 
Assessments may include but are not limited: tests, quizzes, class work, 
teacher observations, class discussions, and projects.  

 
VIII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:  

The social studies units are embedded throughout the curriculum and are 
taught at various points during the school year. Teachers may refer to the 
attached curriculum map for recommended timeframes. 
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I. COURSE NAME: 2nd Grade Social Studies 
 

II. COURSE PREREQUISITES: 1st Grade Social Studies 
 

III. GRADE LEVEL:  2nd Grade 
 

IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

The second grade social studies program includes a study of the world, where 
students are introduced to the, continents, landforms, oceans and the 50 

United States.  They are exposed to various types of maps and globes where 
they will utilize cardinal directions and a compass rose.  The students discover 
their past by learning about America’s first people, their lifestyle, and voyage. 

The second grade curriculum continues reinforcing civics, geography skills, an 
understanding of economics and culture throughout the units of study.  

Students also learn about important individuals, past and present.  Holidays 
and the people and culture that celebrate them around the world are explored. 

 

V.  COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
This course has been designed with respect to and in compliance with the 

expectations set forth in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. 
 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 

heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 
decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the 

skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges 
that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 
Unit 1: Citizenship and Government  

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 
 Demonstrate an understanding of rules, a student’s rights, 

appropriate behavior and their need in the society for the common 
good. 

 Explain the responsibilities of each member of the school and the 

community and how they work together. 
 Explain the role of money in the exchange of goods and services.    

 
Unit 2: Earth, Our Home 
Standards 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C 

 Identify cardinal directions and utilize a compass rose. 
 Observe various maps of Earth, the world, and different landforms. 

 Identify and locate the fifty states on a map. 
 Identify and locate the seven continents and four oceans. 
 Identify the major forms of land and bodies of water found on Earth. 

 Learn about local conservation efforts.   
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Unit 3:  Discovering Our Past 

Standards 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 
 Introduce America’s first people (Pilgrims and Native Americans). 

 Introduce the lifestyle of the Pilgrims and Native Americans and 
compare and contrast it to our everyday life. 

 Locate where America’s first people landed and track their voyage on 

a map. 
 

Unit 4: Key People/figures, Places, and Holidays of the Past and Present 
Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B,  6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.D 

 Identify and learn about important Americans such as presidents and 

political figures. 
 Learn about citizenship and famous figures that help make a 

difference in our community, our country, and the world.  
 Introduce concept of timelines and identify specific important dates. 
 Gain knowledge and understanding of the holidays celebrated around 

the world. 
 Learn about and celebrate Black History.  

 Introduce famous African Americans such as Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Rosa Parks, Ruby Bridges, Barack Obama, etc. 

 

VI. TEXTS/RESOURCES: 
Maps and Globes 

Nystrom Activity Kits 
Bibliographies about famous individuals 
How My Family Lives in America by Susan Kuklin  

 
VII. EVALUATION/ASSESSMENTS:  

Assessments may include but are not limited: tests, quizzes, class work, 
teacher observations, class discussions, and projects.  

 

VIII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:  
The social studies units are embedded throughout the curriculum and are 

taught at various points during the school year. Teachers may refer to the 
attached curriculum map for recommended timeframes. 
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I. COURSE NAME:  3rd  Grade Social Studies  

 

II. COURSE PREREQUISITES:  2nd Grade Social Studies 

 
III. GRADE LEVEL: 3rd Grade 

 
IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The third grade social studies curriculum continues to broaden students 

knowledge of the social studies strands of civics, government, geography, 
economics, people, culture and history through the study of communities.  

Students learn about types of communities (rural, urban, and suburban) as 
well as communities throughout the world.  Environmental awareness is also 
discussed through identifying natural resources and how to conserve them 

through the theme of reduce, reuse, and recycle. Local communities are 
explored so that students become familiar with the elements of their 

community in order to compare and contrast it to others. Students will 
examine the topic of Immigration in American history and the cultures of the 
diverse people who have come to America.  Students will also learn about our 

election process. Students will compare and contrast government leaders and 
their roles.  Current events are infused throughout the school year using a 

variety of periodicals and internet resources such as Time for Kids, Scholastic 
News, and Current Events newspaper. Cultural diversity is a theme throughout 
the third grade threading in history, religion, music, foods, traditions, and 

beliefs. The topic of immigration will be introduced.  The following units are 
listed in no particular order and may be covered at specific times or 

throughout the year. 

 

 

V. COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

This course has been designed with respect to and in compliance with the 
expectations set forth in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 

decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the 
skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 

cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges 
that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Unit 1: Geography/Map & Study Skills 

Standards 6.1.4.B, 6.3.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.3.4.C, 
 Identify and define major landforms and bodies of water. 
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 Identify continents and oceans on a map. 

 Recognize natural and manmade boundaries. 

 Understand and be able to use a compass rose. 

 Read and interpret a map key. 

 Identify four hemispheres of the Earth, identify the location of 

various countries or continents in those hemispheres. 

 Research and locate specific states, countries, and capital cities. 

 Identify and use different types of map (natural resource map, 

regional map, climate map, topographical map, etc.).  

 Identify unique characteristics and geographical features of the US. 

 Identify the main idea of a paragraph or selection. 

 Use context clues to understand unfamiliar terms and situations. 

 Recognize and provide supportive evidence 

 Identify sequence of events. 

 Use background knowledge to make predictions. 

 

Unit 2: Presidential Elections/Government 

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B   6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.D, 6.3.4.C 

 Research interesting facts about some of the presidents. 

 Identify voting requirements.  

 Analyze the election process. 

 Identify local political figures. 

 Identify and explain symbols of the United States such as the Statue 

of Liberty and the American flag. 

 Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and 

the state of New Jersey. 

 Analyze and the principles of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Discuss traits related to character education and citizenship. 

 Identify and discuss the responsibilities of the local, state, and 

federal governments. 

 

Unit 3: Communities  

Standards 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 

 Investigate the connection between the early Native Americans to 

 your current community. 

 Identify and define types of communities (rural, urban, and 

 suburban). 

 Identify and discuss the type of community that the students live in 

 and the people who work there. 

 Compare and contrast their community to other communities 

 nationally and internationally. 

 Identify natural resources and ways to conserve them.  

 Discuss and define the terms supply and demand in relation to 

 natural resources. 
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Unit 4: Immigration/Exploration 

 Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 

 Define and compare various heritages.  

 Identify/discuss immigration waves in America’s history. 

 Analyze reasons for exploration and colonization. 

 Compare and contrast different modes of transportation over the  

 years. 

 

Unit 5: Current Events 

 Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.C, 6.3.4.D 

 Discuss topical events in the news and in school periodicals and 

 internet resources. 

 Introduce and discuss economics as it relates to the world around us. 

 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental 

concerns such as how inventions impact peoples’ lives. 

 

Unit 6: Cultural/Gender Diversity 

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.D, 6.3.4.C 

 Learn and determine causes of the Civil Rights Movement as it  

 Relates to Martin Luther King Jr.  

 Identify economic and political injustices that led to the civil rights 

 movement 

 Investigate famous African Americans. 

 Research the accomplishments of famous women in history. 

 Learn and determine cultural traditions. 

 Identify various cultural aspects of world communities. 

 

Unit 7: Holidays- throughout the year learning about holidays provides 
teachers the opportunity to teach, customs and traditions of various cultures 

around the world. 

Standard: 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.B, 6.3.4.D 

 Identify and discuss the importance of national and cultural holidays 

including Veterans’ Day, Presidents’ Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Chinese 

New Year, Thanksgiving, etc.. 

          

VI. TEXT(S)/RESOURCES:   

Fairfield text: Social Studies Communities (Scott Foresman) 

North Caldwell text: Communities Near and Far: The World Around Us  
(MacMillan/McGraw Hill) 

Roseland text: Communities: Adventures in Time and Place 

(MacMillan/McGraw Hill) 

All districts may choose to select from the following resources: 
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 Supplemental library research 

 Historical Documents of NJ and the US  

 Scholastic News 

 Time for Kids 

 Current Events  

 Nystrom map skills kit 

 

VII. SKILLS, PROJECTS and ACTIVITIES: 

May include, but are not limited to collaborative and individual class work, 

class discussion, map analysis, use of graphic organizers, research, writing 
assignments, group and individual activities, and presentations. 

 

VIII.  EVALUATION/ASSESSMENTS:  

Assessments may include but are not limited: tests, quizzes, class work, 
teacher observations, class discussions, and projects.  

 
IX. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:  

The social studies units are embedded throughout the curriculum and are 

taught at various points during the school year. Teachers may refer to the 
attached curriculum map for recommended timeframes. 
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I. COURSE NAME:  4th Grade Social Studies  

 

II. COURSE PREREQUISITES:  3rd Grade Social Studies 

 
III. GRADE LEVEL: 4th Grade 

 
IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

The fourth grade social studies students begin the year reinforcing geography that 
they will be utilizing throughout the year. The focus of the curriculum will be on 
New Jersey’s symbols, regions, counties, and famous New Jerseyans. A study of 
Native Americas should be included as a unit of study. Next, is a study of the 
American Revolution as it relates to New Jersey. The course examines the 
founding of the English colonies in America and the diverse lifestyles of the settlers 
and Native Americans. This includes events leading up to, during, and directly after 
the American Revolution. Primary source documents are presented and 
interpreted.  Key figures of this era are researched. From there, an exploration of 
the Constitution leads into the study of the levels and branches of government. 
New Jersey’s growth as a result of improved technology and transportation are 
explored. The age of Growth and Expansion as well as Immigration are units of 
study.  

 

V. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course has been designed with respect to and in compliance with the 
expectations set forth in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 

American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 

values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire 
the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and 

promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Unit 1 Geography/Map Skills  

Standards 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.D 

 Locate and name major landforms and bodies of water on a 
map/globe.  

 Understand and be able to use a compass rose and other map 

symbols. 

 Identify the four different hemispheres of the Earth and apply this 

knowledge to understand global addresses/coordinates. 
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 Locate specific states, countries, and capital cities. 

 Identify and use different types of maps, such as natural resource 

map, regional map, climate map, topographical map, political 
map, etc… 

 Define climate (temperature and precipitation) and weather in 

relationship to each of the five regions. 

 

   Unit 2  Presidential Elections/Government  

  Standards 6.1.4. A   6.3.4.A,  6.3.4.D,  6.3.4.B   6.3.4.C 

 Learn interesting facts about some of the Presidents. 

 Identify voting requirements. 

 Describe the election process. 

 Locate legislative and congressional districts in your county. 

 

Unit 3  New Jersey: Symbols, Counties, Regions, Famous New Jerseyans 

Standards 6.1.4. A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D   6.3.4.A   6.3.4.D 

 Identify and explain symbols and their relation to history, culture 

and economy of NJ. 

 Name and locate each county in NJ. 

 Analyze a county map with landmarks of a specific county. 

 Understand the unique characteristics of the four major regions of 

NJ. 

 Name and locate each region including specific geographical 

features of each. 

 Understand how to read relief, elevation, and agricultural maps. 

 Research, organize, and publish information about a specific 
person, place, or event. 

 

Unit 4 Native Americans  

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D 

 Describe the life of early peoples and their relationship with 

Natives Americans that lived in New Jersey. 

 Analyze the culture of the Lenape Native Americans and how they 

lived and their society. 

 

Unit 5 Colonization of America/NJ  

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D 

 Examine reasons for exploration and colonization. 

 Acquire historical understanding of economic forces, ideas, and 
institutions in Colonial America. 

 Analyze the geographical differences of the colonies. 

 Learn key dates and events in the colonial period. 
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Unit 6 Revolutionary War  

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D   6.3.4.A   6.3.4.D 

 Determine key causes of the Colonial revolt as it relates to the 

 economics and government of the time. 

 Learn key dates and events in the colonial period. 

 Acquire historical understanding of different colonial points of view 

regarding the rebellion. 

 Learn the strengths and weaknesses of the British and the 

colonies. 

 Acquire historical knowledge of the significant battles of the war 

and explain the importance of each. 

 Analyze how and why the British were defeated. 

 Analyze the significance of the Constitution. 

 

Unit 7 Branches and Levels of Government  

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.D   6.3.4.A, 6.3.4.C,   6.3.4.D 

 Describe the purpose of the government’s “checks and balances”.  

 Analyze the branches of government. 

 Compare and contrast the responsibilities of the local, state, and 

federal governments.  

 

Unit 8 Challenges and Growth of a Nation 

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B,  6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D, 6.3.4.C 

 Explain the importance of canals. 

 Describe how technology improved transportation in New Jersey. 

 Explore agriculture and industrialization. 

 Identify the civic causes leading to the Civil War. 

 

Unit 9 Immigration   

Standards 6.1.4.A, 6.1.4.B, 6.1.4.C, 6.1.4.D 

 Learn about Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. 

 Explore heritage and diverse cultures. 

 Determine why people of many cultures have come to the United  

 States. 

 Examine graphs depicting immigration waves in American’s 

history. 

 

VI. EVALUATION/ASSESSMENTS:  
Assessments may include but are not limited: tests, quizzes, class work, 
teacher observations, class discussions, and projects.  
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VII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:  

The social studies units are embedded throughout the curriculum and are 
taught at various points during the school year. Teachers may refer to the 

attached curriculum map for recommended timeframes. 

 

VIII. SKILLS, PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES: 

 May include, but are not limited to collaborative and individual class 

work, class discussion, map analysis, use of graphic organizers, 
research, writing assignments, group and individual activities and 

presentations. 
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I. COURSE NAME: Grade 5 Social Studies: American History & Geography 

II. COURSE PREREQUISITES: 4th Grade Social Studies 
 

III. GRADE LEVEL: 5th Grade 
 

IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
The fifth grade social studies students begin the year with a unit on U.S. 

geography and map skills that will be reinforced throughout the year. 
The unit of study begins with European exploration in the Americas and 

their interaction with Native Americans. It includes the development of 
the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies and their road to 

independence.  They examine the Revolutionary War and the birth of 

democracy in the United States through the study of the Constitution, 
the Declaration of Independence, and other primary sources. They also 

explore the development of the slave trade, the causes of the Civil War, 
and the industrialization of America.  

   
V. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course has been designed with respect to and in compliance with 
the expectations set forth in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 

Standards (standards compliance map included). 
 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the 
knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 

interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the 
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 

informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 

values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 
 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire 
the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and 

promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 
Unit 1 Geography/Map Skills  

Standard 6.1.8.B 
 Label key parts of a world map: the four hemispheres, a compass 

rose, the equator, the prime meridian, the seven continents, and 
the four oceans. 

 Use latitude and longitude to find locations on Earth’s surface. 
 Examine major characteristics of the 5 regions of the U.S.  

 Identify major physical features of the Unites States, such as the 

Mississippi River, the Sierra Nevada, and the Great Plains. 
 



Social Studies K-6 Curriculum  

Unit 2 Native Americans: Land and Culture:  
Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B, 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D 

 Examine various Native American creation myths.  

 Trace the migration routes of Native Americans into North 
America.  

 Describe some of the natural environments that Native Americans 
encountered in North America. 

 Examine the cultural regions into which scholars often divide 
Native Americans. 

 Identify how environmental factors promoted cultural diversity 
among Native American groups. 

 Describe selected examples of cultural adaptations made by the 
Iroquois, Pomo, Hopi, Wamponoag, Sioux, Algonquian, and 

Seminole tribes.  
 

Unit 3 European Exploration of the New World:   
Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B, 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D, 6.2.8.A, 6.2.8.B, 6.2.8.C 

 Explain several factors that led to European exploration of the 

Americas in the 15th and 16th centuries. 
 Categorize artifacts of exploration in one of three ways: as 

motives for exploration, as new technology that encouraged 
exploration, or as “new” products from the Americas. 

 Explain how the voyages of Christopher Columbus encouraged the 
major powers of Europe to explore the Americas 

 Identify areas in North America claimed by explorers sponsored by 
Spain, France, Holland, and England. 

 Describe the impact of the expeditions of Christopher Columbus, 
John Cabot, Ponce de Leon, Hernando Cortes, Jacques Cartier, 

Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, Henry Hudson, and Robert de La 
Salle upon Native Americans.  

 
Unit 4 Early English Settlements:   

Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B, 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D 

 Describe what is known about the failed settlement of Roanoke. 
 Explain key challenges and successes of the settlement at 

Jamestown. 
 Explain key challenges and successes of the settlement at 

Plymouth.  
 

Unit 5 Comparing the Colonies:   
Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B, 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D, 6.3.8.A, 6.3.8.D 

 Distinguish among New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies. 
 List key features of the colonies of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 

New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Georgia.  
 Describe six aspects of life in a colony: government, religion, 

education, social life, trades, and slave life. 
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Unit 6 Slavery:    

Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B, 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D, 6.3.8.A, 6.3.8.D 

 Examine the European slave trade in West Africa, the Middle 
Passage, and the arrival in North America.  

 Identify various ways that West Africans had to respond to the 
dilemmas they faced and empathize with their experiences.   

 Investigate important figures, such as Harriet Tubman and 
Abraham Lincoln, and their impact on slavery in the U.S. 

 
Unit 7 The Road to Independence:   

Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B, 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D, 6.3.8.A, 6.3.8.D 
 Summarize key events that created tensions between the 

colonists and Britain from 1754 to 1774. 
 Use a metaphor of a parent and child to describe the tense 

relationship that developed between the colonies and Britain after 
the French and Indian War.  

 Analyze the difference between Loyalists and Patriots and their 

arguments for and against independence. 
 Identify the major events that led to the creation of the 

Declaration of Independence: the Second Continental Congress, 
the popularization of Common Sense, Thomas Jefferson’s writing 

of the first draft of the Declaration, and the Patriot’s signing of the 
final document.  

 Scrutinize the Declaration of Independence. 
 

Unit 8 The Revolutionary War:   
Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B,  6.1.8.C,  6.1.8.D   6.3.8.A   6.3.8.D 

 Compare and contrast the American and British forces at the 
beginning of the Revolutionary War. 

 Explain the key factors that allowed the American colonies to 
defeat Britain in the Revolutionary War.  

 List the major provisions of the Treaty of Paris.  

 
Unit 9 The Constitution: 

Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.D, 6.3.8.A, 6.3.8.D  
 Describe the events that led to the creation of the Constitution. 

 Analyze the three branches of government.  
 Explain how the system of checks and balances in the Constitution 

prevents any one branch of the federal government from 
becoming too powerful. 

 
Unit 10 The Bill of Rights:  

Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.D, 6.3.8.A, 6.3.8.D 
 Explain how the Bill of Rights is like a shield that protects 

individual rights from government abuse. 
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 Describe key rights protected under the Bill of Rights, such as 
freedom of speech and protection against cruel and unusual 

punishment. 

 
Unit 11 Manifest Destiny and Settling the West 

Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D, 6.2.8.D, 6.3.8.D 
 Define Manifest Destiny. 

 Describe how the Unites States acquired territory in Louisiana, 
Florida, Texas, Oregon, and the Southwest. 

 Explain how native peoples were affected by the westward 
expansion of the United States.  

 List factors that encouraged Chinese immigrants, Forty-Niners, 
Mormons, and Oregon pioneers to settle in the West. 

 Describe aspects of daily life for Chinese immigrants, Forty 
Niners, Mexicanos, Mormons, Nez Perce, and Oregon pioneers 

living in the West during the 1800’s. 
 

Unit 12 The Civil War and Reconstruction:   

Standards 6.1.8.A, 6.1.8.B, 6.1.8.C, 6.1.8.D, 6.3.8.A, 6.3.8.D 
 Identify key events that led to the Civil War: the Missouri 

Compromise, the Underground Railroad, the Compromise of 1850, 
“Bleeding Kansas,” and the election of Abraham Lincoln.  

 Identify some important sites at the Battle of Gettysburg. 
 Describe five aspects of a Civil War soldier’s life, including military 

tactics and technology, combat conditions, medical care, food and 
drink, and conditions on the home front.  

 Identify key events that have occurred since the Civil War. 
 Examine the impeachment of Andrew Johnson. 

 Analyze how the Jim Crow laws affected the South. 
 

VI.  TEXTS/RESOURCES 
A.  Textbooks 

B.  Various media: videos, music, art, maps 

C.  Supplemental Library resources 
D. Internet 

E. Primary Sources: U.S. Constitution, various speeches, slave songs, 
Common Sense, Declaration of Independence, Gettysburg Address, 

Newspaper articles, other original documents. 
 
VII. EVALUATION/ASSESSMENTS:  

Assessments may include but are not limited: tests, quizzes, class work, 

teacher observations, class discussions, and projects.  
 
VIII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:  

The social studies units are embedded throughout the curriculum and are 
taught at various points during the school year. Teachers may refer to the 

attached curriculum map for recommended timeframes. 
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I. COURSE NAME: Social Studies 6: Ancient History 
 

II. COURSE PREREQUISITES: 5th Grade Social Studies 

 
III. GRADE LEVEL: 6th Grade 

 
IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

The sixth grade students explore ancient civilizations around the world.  
They examine the elements and achievements of the great ancient 

civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia, China, India, Greece, Rome, and 
Arabia. They study the transition from the classical period into the 

medieval civilizations in the near east and Europe.  The final unit examines 
the European Renaissance. 

 
V. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course has been designed with respect to and in compliance with the 
expectations set forth in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 

Standards (standards compliance map included). 

 
5.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the 

knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how 
past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 
make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens 

in the 21st century. 
 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the 
skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and 

promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 
Unit 1 Reviewing Geography Skills 

 Define geography. 

 Describe the five fundamental themes that geographers use to study 
their subject. 

 
Unit 2 Understanding the World  

Standards 6.2.8.A   6.2.8.B   6.3.8.C   6.2.8.D  
 Prepare students to learn about the concepts of “regions”. 

 Identify the elements that make up people’s culture. 
 Recognize how world cultures interact. 

 Decipher between primary and secondary documents. 
 

Unit 3 Early Cultures 
Standards 6.2.8.A   6.2.8.B   6.3.8.C   6.2.8.D 

 Analyze the Paleolithic and Neolithic Periods. 
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 Describe the characteristics of Paleolithic and Neolithic cultures. 
 Identify ways that the development of agriculture changed human life. 

 Understand how surpluses lead to specialization and to trade 

 
Unit 4 Ancient Mesopotamia    

Standards 6.2.8.A   6.2.8.B   6.3.8.C   6.2.8.D 
 Locate and describe Mesopotamia. 

 Evaluate the effects of the floods of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. 
 Explain how cuneiform developed and how it affected Mesopotamia. 

 Explain how Hammurabi’s rise helped Babylon gain power. 
 Analyze ways that trade and human movement linked the cities of the 

Fertile Crescent. 
 Describe the development of Judaism. 

 
Unit 5 Ancient Egypt    

Standards 6.2.8.A   6.2.8.B   6.3.8.C   6.2.8.D 
 Describe how floods enriched and fertilized Egypt’s land. 

 Explain how Egyptians interacted with the Nile to develop a rich 

agriculture. 
 Describe the pharaoh’s central role in Egyptian development and life. 

 Investigate hieroglyphics. 
 Identify major achievements of the Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms. 

 Analyze the makeup of the social pyramid. 
 

Unit 6 Ancient India 
Standards 6.2.8.A, 6.2.8.B, 6.3.8.C, 6.2.8.D 

 Locate the Indus River and trace its flow. 
 Explain ways farmers used the Indus to grow crops. 

 Describe the Harappan and Aryan civilizations. 
 Identify the major beliefs of Hinduism. 

 Describe the development of Buddhism. 
 

Unit 7 Ancient China 

Standards 6.2.8.A, 6.2.8.B, 6.3.8.C, 6.2.8.D 
 Explain the Huang River flow and how it both enriched the soil and 

destroyed the fields. 
 Identify and describe the cultural legacy that the Shang Dynasty, Qin 

Dynasty, and Han Dynasty shaped for China. 
 Describe the development of China’s government. 

 Describe some of the teachings and describe their impact on China 
(Confucianism and Daoism). 

 
Unit 8 Ancient Greece 

Standards 6.2.8.A, 6.2.8.B, 6.3.8.C, 6.2.8.D 
 Analyze how the rugged terrain challenged people of Ancient Greece. 

 Describe how sea trade served as a lifeline for Greece. 
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 Compare and contrast the cultures of Sparta and Athens. 
 Identify the achievements, thinkers, and the form of government during 

Athens’ Golden Age. 

 Analyze how Alexander spread Greek culture with his expanding empire. 
 Describe the legacies of Greek civilization (i.e. democracy, architecture, 

ancient mythology. 
 

Unit 9 Ancient Rome 
Standards 6.2.8.A, 6.2.8.B, 6.3.8.C, 6.2.8.D 

 Describe the geography of the Italian peninsula and how it would attract 
human settlement. 

 Analyze the cause-and-effect relationships of the Punic Wars. 
 Explain how Julius Caesar changed Roman government (i.e. Pax 

Romana). 
 Appreciate the legacy that Roman engineering left to the world. 

 Identify major beliefs and spread of Christianity. 
 Identify cause-and-effect relationships in the decline of the Roman 

Empire. 

 
Unit 10 Ancient Arabia 

Standards 6.2.8.A, 6.2.8.B, 6.3.8.C, 6.2.8.D 
 Analyze the Five Pillars of Islam 

 Examine how Islam brought changes to lands in Southwest Asia 
 Identify major beliefs and spread of Islam. 

 
Unit 11 Medieval Europe 

Standards 6.2.8.A, 6.2.8.B, 6.3.8.C, 6.2.8.D 
 Describe life under feudalism. 

 Analyze the Crusades and their effects on Europe. 
 Explain the effects of the Black Death on Europe. 

 Identify the roots of the Renaissance and describe the achievements of 
major Renaissance masters (i.e. Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, and 

Copernicus) 

 Explain how the Reformation affected Europe (i.e. Martin Luther and 
Gutenberg) 

 
VI. TEXTS/RESOURCES 

 Macmillan McGraw-Hill, Scott Foresman 
 

VII. EVALUATION/ASSESSMENTS:  
Assessments may include but are not limited: tests, quizzes, class work, 

teacher observations, class discussions, and projects.  
 

VIII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:  

The social studies units are embedded throughout the curriculum and are 
taught at various points during the school year. Teachers may refer to the 

attached curriculum map for recommended timeframes. 


